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Exopus vii. 3, 13, and viii. 15, 
32.—And I will harden Phara- 
oh’s heart—and He hardened Pha- 
raoh’s heart, that he hearkened not 
unto them—But when Pharaoh 
saw that there was respite, he har- 
dened his heart, and hearkened not 
unto them; as the Lord had said— 
And Pharaoh hardened his heart 
at this time also, neither would he 
let the people go. 

The account which the Holy 
Spirit of inspiration has given us 
in the book of Exodus, of Phara- 
oh, that wicked and oppressive 
king of Egypt, is very interesting 
and instructive, and ought to be 
carefully perused, attentively con- 
sidered, and rightly understood and 
improved. It is as particular and 
full an account as we have of any 
one king, good or bad, in all the 
word of God, and makes a large 
part of the history contained in the 
Pentateuch, or five first books of 
the Bible. This account was writ- 
ten and inserted in the sacred pa- 
ges, for the perusal, information 
and admonition of men in all suc- 
ceeding - time ; and of us, as well 
as others, on whom the ends of the 
world have come. To reject this 
account as false, is to act the part 
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of Deists, and virtually to call in 
question the truth and divinity of 
the Scriptures. Ifany part of sa- 
cred Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, it is all given by inspi- 
ration of God ; for it all comes at- 
tended by the same evidence, and 
rests upon the same authority. It 
is no better to pass over. this ‘ac- 
count of the king of Egypt, to neg- 
lect to read it, or to refuse to hear 
what may be said in sermons and 
written in books to explain, con- 
firm and apply it; under pretence 
that it is a matter of mere specu- 
lation, a metaphysical subject, with 
which we have no concern, and in- 
to which it is useless and even dan- 
gerous for us to enquire: for, what 
is this, but to pretend to be wiser 
and better than God, who has made 
this account a part of his word and 
will to men, has commanded us to 
search it diligently, declared it to 
belong unto us and our children, 
and pronounced it profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, and instruction in righteous- 
ness: To refuse to think, or hear, 


or read, respecting the history of 
Pharaoh, is to manifest a very un- 
teachable, undutiful’and wicked 
spirit. 

God plainly told Pharaoh, by his 
servant Moses, Ex, ix. 16, 
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very deed, for this cause have I 
raised thee up, for to show in thee 
my power ; and that my name may 
be declared throughout all the 
earth.” In order that this end of 
Pharaoh’s existence might be an- 
swered, it was requisite, that the 
account of him should be inserted 
in the canon of Scripture, and pub- 
lished to all nations and genera- 
tions of men: and to endeavor to 
prevent such a general knowledge 
of the character. and conduct of 
this hardened sinner, and of the 
manner in which the Judge of all 
the ¢arth treated him, is virtually 
to endeavour to rob God of the 
glory due unto his great and holy 
name. Let him, who presumes to 
do this, prepare to answer for it, to 
Him, who is jealous for his name, 
and will not give his glory to an- 
other, bed 
_. The tyrannical despot of Egypt 
held the Israelites, God’s chosen 
people, in unjust and cruel bond- 
age. Moses and Aaron were rais- 
ed up, divinely commissioned, and 
sent to command him to let them 
go. In.our text, we are informed, 
that God told Moses 2nd Aaron, 
when he sent them, that he himself 
would arden Pharaoh’s heart, and 
that he actually did harden his 
heart, so that he hearkened not un- 
tothem. Our text also informs 
us, that, on this occasion, ‘ Phara- 
oh hardened his own heart, and 
presnanes not upto them, as the 
word hed said, and would not let 
the peaple go.” 
rom the whole account taken 
together, it. plainly appears, that 
whenever Pharaoh’s heart. was 
hard, it was hardened both by God, 
ang by himself, But, if this was 
tege of Pharaoh, why may it not 
he equally true of a’! other hard- 
hearted sinners? And, if so, it is 
a@truth, in which all mankind are 
deeply concerned, and which they 
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ought all to know, and seriously 
consider: That whenever the hearts 
of sinners are hard, they are har- 
dened both by God and by them- 
selves, at the same time. 

This is the doctrine, which now 
lies before us; a doctrine plainly 
deducible from our text, and so 
evidently taught in numerous pas- 
sages of Scripture, as to need illus- 
tration rather than proof; and 
which I shall endeavour to explain, 
by answering the following enqui- 
ries : 

I. When are the hearts of sin- 
ners hard? 

II. How does God then harden 
their hearts? And, 

lil. How do they, at the same 
time, harden their own hearts ? 

I. Let me answer the enquiry, 
When zre the hearts of sinners 
hard? 

In acquiring knowledge, man- 
kind become acquainted with ma- 
terial objects first, by means of the 
organs of sense ; and by employing 
their faculties about these, they af- 
terwards learn something of the 
properties and operations of their 
minds. Hence, in forming lan- 
guage, they first give names to ma- 
terial things; and then apply these 
names, figuratively, to their men- 
tal faculties, qualities and exerci- 
ses. Thus it comes to pass, that 
almost every word, in every lan- 
guage, used to express the proper- 
ties and operations of the mind, is 
figuritive, and was originally ap- 
plied to some material object. 
Thus it is with the words hard and 
soft. ‘These words were original- 
ly applied to matter, and meant 
much the same @s penetrable and 
impenetrable. These words can- 
not be literally applied to any of 
the properties of the mind, which 
ig an immaterial, spiritual sub- 
stance. They are applied to the 


mind figuratively, on account of 

















some resemblance or analogy be- 
tween those properties of matter, 
which they were originilly used 
to express, and contain qualities of 
the mind. The phrase hard heart, 
or heart of stone, in the inspired 
writings, means a sinful heart, and 
the phrase soft heart, or heart of 
flesh, means a holy heart. This 
will he evident to any one, who 
shall take the pains to examine the 
places in which these phrases oc- 
our. 

A holy heart consists in true, 
disinterested love to God and man. 
This is all the Divine Law re- 
quires, This is the essence of all 
those gracious exercises and good 
works, required in the gospel. 
True; disinterested love is all the 
holy heart known in scripture, or 
experienced by the saints, or need- 
ed to perform any duty. The op- 

ite of this is selfishness. This 
ts the transgression of the law, and 
the essénce of all sin. A sinful 
heart, and selfishness, are one and 
the same thing. Selfishness, in 
its various exercises towards God 
and men, and other moral objects, 
constitutes the hard heart. It may 
be ealled hard, because it tends to 
suppress and blunt the natural af- 
fections and tender sympathies of 
the human mind, and to make men 
stupid and unfeeling, unjust and 
oppressive, cruel and unmerciful. 
The hearts of sinners are always 
hard, whenever they possess selfish 
feelings, desires, affections and de- 
signs. But, sinners always pos- 
sess these, if they never love God 
with all the heart, and their fellow- 
creatures as themselves. It is im- 
possible for any moral agent to be 
in @ ‘state of indifference, and hei- 
ther'to’ love ‘God more than him- 
self, nor himself more than God: 
neither to prefer his private inter- 
ést to the greater good of others; 
nor the greater good of others te 
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his private interest. If, then, im- 
penitent sinners are always selfish, 
and never love God supremely and 
their neighbour a8 themselves, ‘as 
scripture teaches, and observation 
and experiénce shows; then theit 
hearts are always hard. And this 
is unquestionably the fact. The 
hearts of sinners are sinful, full of 
evil, tillthey are purified in re- 
generation; and a sinful heart is 
the same as a hard heart. The 
hearts of impenitent sinners are 
ahoays hard. ' Let me, 

II. Enquire, How God hardens 
their hearts ? ca 

In answering this enquiry, it will 
be necessary to proceed gradually 
and cautiously, lest we shou 
speak dishonourably of God, either 
by attributing that to him which 
he cannot consistently do, or by 
denying that of him, which he says 
in his word he has done. And, 

1. God does not harden ‘the 
hearts of sinnérs, by removing out- 
ward restraints. Cutward Te- 
straints are of two kinds: they are 
either such obstacles as are throwit 
in the way of sinnets, and deprive 
them of the ability or opportunity 
to do, what they desire, intend and 
endeavor to do; or such powerful 
motives exhibited before thbm, as 
by operating upon their hopes or 
fear deter them from doing, What 
they have power to do, and’ would 
otherwise be glad to perpetrate. 
Innumerable instances of both 
these kinds of outward restraints) 
might easily be mentioned,” A 
striking itistance of a sinner’s be- 
ing restrained by an outward 6b- 
stacle, from doing, what he degign- 
ed and endeavored. to do, we, hav, 
in thé Ist of Kings, xiii. 4.“ Avd 
it camé to pass,’ when Ji Jéro- 
boam heard the saying of the\ma 
of God, who cried against the alta 
in Bethel, that lie put forth his hand 
from the altar, saying, Lay hold 
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on him. And his hand, which he 
put forth against him, dried up, so 
that he could not pull it in again to 
him.” An instance of an outward 
restraint operating as a powerful 
motive to hiader a sinner from do- 
ing what he was able and wished 
to do, we have in Matt. xiv. 5. 
Herod had laid hold on John the 
Baptist and put him in prison: 
** And when he would have put him 
to death, he feared the multitude, 
because they counted him as a 
prophet.” Sinners endeavor to do 
a thousand evil things which they 
lack power and opportunity to do ; 
and they forbear doing a thousand 
evil things, which they have power 
and opportunity to do; merely be- 
cause they are afraid they shall in- 
jure themselves by doing them. 

But, it must be very evident, 
that no outward restraints alter the 
hearts of sinners, in the least. 
Their selfish feelings, desires and 
designs are the same, whether they 
are hindered or not, by obstacles or 
motives, from doing as they could 
wish. Laying on restraints has 
no tendency to soften the heart; 
aod taking off restraints has no 
tendency to harden the heart. 
The heart is precisely the same, 
whether it be acted out or not. God 
laid strong restraints upon Phara- 
oh, and removed them again : but, 
in both cases his heart was harden- 
ed. Itcan, in no case, be true, 
that God hardens the hearts of sin- 
ners, by removing outward re- 
straints. I may now observe, 

2. That God does not harden 
the hearts of sinners, by tempting 
them to sin. 

The term tempt is used in dif- 
ferent senses. Sometimes it means 
to try or prove. This is the mean- 
ing of the term, when it is said, 
Gen. xxii. 1, that “God did tempt 
Abraham.” The design of this 
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kind of temptation is, to show what 
is in the hearts of men, and not to 
alter their hearts, either for the 
better, or the worse. 


But, more generally the word 
tempt means, to persuade to sin, to 
exhibit motives, with a view to in- 
duce men to do evil. In this sense 
Satan tempts sinners, and they 
tempteach other. But, in this 
sense God does not tempt men. He 
cannot, consistently with the holi- 
ness of hisnature. But if he did, 
this would not harden their hearts. 
Temptation, i. e, persuasion to sin, 
never hardens the heart. The 
heart must first be hardened, be- 
fore temptation will have any in- 
fluence. If this were not so, men 
would not be required to resist 
temptation, and blamed for yield- 
ing to it, ‘Temptation may be the 
occasion; but can never be the 
cause of hardness of heart. 


There is still one sense more, in 
which the word tempt seems to be 
used in one passage of scripture. 
The passage is Jamesi. 13. “Let 
no man say, when he is tempted, 
lam tempted of God: for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, nei- 
ther tempteth he any man.” Hence 
the term tempt seems to mean the 
same as being compelled to yield 
to temptation against one’s will. 
The import of the passage is this : 
‘Let no man say, when he yields 
to temptation, I am compelled of 
God to yield against my wiil and 
endeavour: for as God cannot be 
overcome with temptation; so he 
never constrains any man to yield 
to enticement against his will ; but 
every man is drawn away of his 
own lust, freely and voluntarily 
yields to the tempter, whenever he 
is overcome of temptation.’ But, if 
God does not harden the hearts of 
sinners, by taking off restraint, or 





—_— 











1827. Sermon. 541 


by persuading them to sin, it seems 
necessary to conclude, 

3. That he does it by his agency 
upon their hearts, causing them to 
exercise selfish affections and vo- 
litions. The Divine agency is the 
Divine will. And how the Divine 
agency produces effects, we pre- 
tend not totell. How God’s agen- 
cy or will produced the world, up- 
holds the world, and governs the 
world, we cannot conceive. We 
know not how God causes a spire of 
grass to grow, or an animal to live, 
or a mind tothink. Creative pow- 
er is beyond our comprehension ; 
and must be forever. 

‘All we presume to say, is, that 
God hardens the hearts of sinners 
by his agency, causing them to put 
forth sinful exercises, in view of 
motives. This reason teaches, 
and scripture declares. Reason 
teaches that, as sure as there is a 
God, he must be the first cause of 
all things: that creatures are as 
dependant upon him for their pres- 
ervation and all their motions, 
whether of body or mind, as for 
their creation. An independent, 
self-moving creature, is a contra- 
diction: in terms... Sacred. scrip- 
ture declares, that all things are of 
God: that in him men live, and 
move (i. e. are moved, as Dr. Dod- 
dridge translates the passage) and 
have their being: that God work- 
eth all things after the counsel of 
his own will: that he is the potter, 
and. men the clay: that he creates 
evil: that he looketh down from 
heaven upon all the children of 
men, and fashioneth their hearts 
alike: that he turns the king’s 
heart, asthe rivers of water: that 
he turned the hearts of the Ca- 
naanites to hate his people: that 
he moved David. to number the 
people : that he hath caused some 
2 err from his ways: and, in a 





word, that as he works in saint 
to will and todo; so he hardens 
whom he will. The scripture: is 
full of evidence, that.God hardens 
the hearts of sinners by his agen- 
cy. It now remains to enquire, 

III. How sinners harden their 
own hearts, whenever God hardens 
them ? 

In answer to this enquiry, it is 
easy to observe, 

1. That sinners do not harden 
their own hearts, by causing, or 
producing. their own selfish affec- 
tions and exercises, This follows 
directly from what has been said, 
in answer to the last enquiry. If 
God hardens the hearts of sinners 
in. the manner stated; if he causes 
all their selfish affections and ex- 
ercises by his powerful agency ; 
then itis evident that they have ne 
efficiency of their own; that they 
do not cause or produce any of 
their selfish affections and exerei- 
ses. And, indeed, to suppose that 
men cause their own moral exer- 
cises, whether holy or sinful, is one 
of the grossest of. all absurdities, 
For this implies, either that they 
have a self-determining power.; or, 
that they produce-each of their ex- 
ercises by,a preceding one. The 
absurdity. of supposing a self-de- 
termining power in the will.of man, 
has long since been .exposed by 
President Edwards,. and is now 
seen and acknowledged by most 
writers on the subject, of all class- 
es. This supposed self-determin- 
ing power implies, that men begin 
to act, when in a state of perfect 
indifference; that they choose, 
without the least preference of one 
thing to another; that they act 
without any motive; and that their 
moral exercises are without any 
cause whatever. A self-determin- 
ing power is as absurd asa self- 
creative power. But if, to avoid 
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this absurdity, it be said, that men 
cause each of their moral exercises 
by a preceding exercise, we only 
exchange one absurdity for anoth- 
er, equally monstrous. For to 
suppose each exercise caused by 
a preceding one, implies, either, 
that men have had an eternal suc- 
cession of moral exercises; or that 
every man had one moral exercise 
before his first. Besides, if the 
moral exercises of men caused 
each other, they would, of necessi- 
ty, all be of one kind, i. e. all holy 
or all sinful. For the first in the 
series would produce one like it- 
self, and that another of the same 
kind, and so on, through the whole 
chain. Ifthe first exercise of a 
man happened to be holy, all his 
sqcceeding ones would be holy ; 
and on the other hand, if his first 
exercise happened to be sinful, all 
his succeeding ones would be sin- 
ful. Amd, so it would be impossi- 
ble for any man ever to experience 
a change ef character; either for 
the better, or the worse. No one 
could either soften or harden his 
heart: but he that is holy, must 
be holy still ; and he that is sinful, 
must be sinful still. Such are a 
few of the absurdities which follow 
from the groundless supposition, 
that sinners harden their hearts, 
by eausiag or producing their own 
selfish exercises. 

2. As hardness of heart consists, 
as has been shown, in selfish «ffec- 
tions and exercises, which are 
caused or produced by Divine 
ageucy ; it is evident, that the way 
in which sinners harden their own 
hearts, is, by freely and voluntarily 
exer¢ising selfish feelings, desires, 
designs and passions. ‘his is all 
thit they are conscious of: they 
experience only free, voluntary 
exercises of selfishness. This is 
all that lies in their. power. This 
as all Pharaoh did, when he har- 
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dened his own heart. When God 
hardened his heart, he refused to 
let the people go: he would not 
let them go. This is all that other 
hardened sinners do. When God 
hardens their hearts, they freely 
love themselves supremely, and 
exercise .inful affections, desires, 
designs and passions. 

And, it must be quite evident, 
that, whenever God hardens the 
hearts of sinners; they will, of 
course, always harden their own 
hearts. When God hardensa sin- 
ner’s heart, he. produces in him 
free, voluntary exercises of self- 
love ; whichexercises are the same 
thing as the sinner’s hardening his 
own heart. When God works ia 
men to will; they will, of course. 
Divine agency and human agency 
are always united and coexistent, 
in all the moral exercises of man- 
kind, whether holy, or sinful. 
When God softens the hearts of 
saints, they always soften their 
own hearts: and when God har- 
dens the hearts of sinners, they al+ 
ways harden their own hearts. 

Thus I have endeavored to an- 
swer the enquiries proposed ; and 
shall now proceed to improve the 
subject. 

[To be concluded.} 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine, ’ 
A LETTER TO A FRIEND, ON THE 

NECESSARY QUALIFICATIONS OF A 

USEFUL PREACHER, IN THE NINE- 

TEENTH CENTURY. 

| Coneluded from page 524.] 

We should endeavour, if possi- 
ble, to obtain and support a minis- 
ter, whose attainments in science 
and general intelligence, command 
the respect of the community, and 
are adapted to ‘raise the literary 
characterofa peoplc. When they 


attend to his mstructions, the nith- 
ister of a parish does much towards 
forming the general character of 
his society. 


He can do much te- 
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wards introducing of suppressing 
periodical and general reading, and 
towards promoting or suppressing 
a spirit of enquiry and investiga- 
tion on literary and theological sub- 
jects. New England is indebted 
mote to the clergy, then to any 
ether class of men, for her superior 
attainments in literary and relig- 
ious knowledge. Some of the first 
clergymen of New England were 
leaders in the town, county and 
state, as well as inthe church. It 
is a great favour to ahy parish to 
have a bearned and intelligent man 
for 4 minister, His influence will 
be favourable to the spread of 
knowledge and science in general, 
and be more or less felt in all the 
departments of education. 

- We ought to endeavour to ob- 
tain and support a minister who is 
reserve, modest and chaste in his 
manners and conversation, uniform- 
ly upright and obliging in his con- 
duct, economical in his family 
and other expenses, ‘wise as a 
serpent and harmless as a dove’ in 
his measures, conduct and inter- 
course with all others, and who is 
skilful and faithful in asking and 
answering questions and giving in- 
struction in private circles. <A 
wise and skilful teacher will not 
always answer either pertinent or 
impertinent questions directly, but 
by asking others and reading the 
scriptures in a way which is adapt- 
ed to compel people to think for 
themselves. Solomon, the wisest 
man, said, ‘’ Answer a fool iccord- 
ing to his folly, lest he be wise in 
his own conceit.” And in another 
place and sense he says, ‘‘ Answer 
not a fool according to’his folly, 
dest thou be found like unto him.” 
A minister, perhaps, more than any 
other man, is now often insulted 
and assailed by foolish and crafty 
questions, that he may be vexed or 
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entangled, and ted to speak “ un- 
advisedly with his lips.” And if 
he is a man of common sense, he 
will answer suth questions by #i+ 
lence, by teading the scriptures, 
or by asking others, as Christ did, 
To answer questions in ¢ wite, 
useful and prudent manner, is a 
high attaioment in a minister of 
the gospel A silent reproof will 
sometimes be more sensibly felt 
than any other. But a preacher 
ought never to evade a proper and 
candid question, which is appa- 
rently asked him frem a proper 
motive. It is essential to the ase. 
fulness of a minister, that he “ walk 
in wisdom towards them that ave 
without,” and that he uniformly 
manifest a kind, generous, beaevo+ 
lent and hospitable disposition. 
He should be the affectionate hus- 
band, the kind father, the obligi 
neighbor; and the confidenti 
friend.- The Bible says, “ A Bish- 
op, then, mast be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, vigilatit, ‘so- 
ber, of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality; apt to teach, hot given 
to wine, no striker, not given to 
filthy Jucre, but patient, fot a braw- 
ler, not covetous, one that raleth 
well his own ‘house, ‘having his 
children in subjection with all grav- 
ity, not a novice, ‘lest being lifted 
up with ‘pride, he fall into the con- 
demnation of the devil: Moreo- 
vet, he must have'a good report of 
them whieh are without, lest he 
fall into reproach, and the snare of 
the devil.” A minister moré than 
any other person, needs to fake 
care of little things. Little faults 
in common people, become great 
ones, when practised by persons 
ina high and responsible station. 
A minister may and ought to know 
when he is imposed upoa. Kt is 
Not necessary for a man to be jig- 
norant of the faults of others, in 
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order to be a peace-maker, and 
silent when he ought to be silent, 
and forbearing, and have a gener- 
ous and forgiving temper, a tem- 
per to esteem others better than 
himself. It is the intelligent and 
well cultivated mind, that is the 
generous, and kind, and forbear- 
ing, and unassuming, and forgiv- 
ing one. Anger, and revenge, and 
backbiting, and tatling, and jeal- 
ousy, and envy, and pride, are na- 
tives of little minds. A minister 
should be a pattern to his flock in 
respect to good manners, good 
taste, good economy, neatness, so- 
briety, temperance, meekness, be- 
nevolence, godliness, observance 
of the Sabbath, punctuality, regu- 
larity, consistency, and whatsoev- 
er things are lovely, amiable, and 
of good report. 

We ought to endeavor to obtain 
and support a minister who is a 
zealous and judicious friend and 
patron of benevolent institutions. 
The gospel needs to be preached 
to one nation as well as to another, 
and the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God, should be sent all 
over the world. Much zeal be- 
comes the friends of Christ, in this 
day of declension, to maintain re- 
ligious institutions, even where 
they already exist, and also to ex- 
tend the borders of true religion. 
A minister needs the resolution, 
zeal and benevolence of Paul, to 
lead himself and his flock into the 
spirit and enterprise which this age 
requiresanddemands. ‘The faith- 
ful minister is one who confers not 
with flesh and blood. 


“He liolds no parley with unmanly fears, 
Where duty bids, he confidently steers, 
Faces a thousand dangers at her call, 
And, trusting in his God, surmounts them. 
all.” i 
A people can do a great deal fort 
Christ if they are made to believe 
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they can. But a subject of still 
more importance is, to give where 
it will not hinder instead of pro- 
moting his true cause upon earth. 
Those who preach fundamental 
error ought not to be heard, much 
less supported in such a work. Er- 
roneous books ought not to be cir- 
culated among the young and ig- 
norant. Those persons who ap- 
pear to have habitually a proud, 
vain and haughty spirit, and who 
have apparently never learned real 
humility and self-denial in the 
school of Christ, ought not to be 
sent as missionaries to the hea- 
then, nor encouraged at all as 
teachers of religion. Those who 
neglect to preach the elementary 
and primary doctrines and duties 
of the gospel, should not be en- 
couraged at home or abroad. Nor 
ought those books and preachers 
to be countenanced, who teach 
mere nothing in respect to senti- 
ments. People are quite apt 
enough to believe there is nothing 
in religion, without being taught 
it in books and lectures, either di- 
rectly or indirectly. When Christ- 
ians give to promote benevolent 
institutions and objects, they ought 
to give where they are convinced 
that there is at least a probability 
that their donations will promote 
the pure gospel of Christ, and not 
amere imitation of it, which is 
false in reality, or of very doubtful 
character. Every Christian at 
this day needs to have “ knowledge 
as well as goodness, and discern- 
ment as well as honesty,” in the 
application of his charities.. Here 
is a trying place for a minister, and 
here every faithful and discerning 
minister at this day is now severe- 
ly tried. Bat he must take a de- 
cided stand against giving counte- 
nance toerror and selfish religion 
in every form and place, or he will 
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certainly be swept away in the 
deep and broad river of Catholi- 
cism, which threatens soon to 
bring the world into the church, 
and the-church into the vortex of 
disastrous revolution, and predes- 
tinated ruin. 

We ought to endeavour to ob- 
tain and support a minister, who is 
both in principle and practice, 
decidedly opposed to the very 
common and ruinous practice of 
flattery. Every discreet and in- 
telligent person who has read the 
popular sermons, addresses, me- 
moirs, and eulogies of this centu- 
ry, cannot but have observed that 
most of them abound with fulsome 
and destructive flattery. This prac- 
tice is so common, that the present 
may be denominated a flattering, 
puffing, and trumpetingage. There 
is no person upon earth, but can 
be flattered, by some means or 
other. And multitudes appear to 
live upon this fare, as their com- 
mon nutriment. But it preys 
apon their virtues, like the reve- 
ries of intemperance, and the poi- 
sonous influence of bad company. 
There are some, within my knowl- 
edge, who have become so swollen, 
elated, and charmed by this means, 
that they appear absolutely to have 
lost their sober reason, and be- 
come deranged with pride and 
vanity. There is nothing more 
destructive to the interests of lite- 
rature and religion, than this con- 
temptible and hateful practice. I 
know of several eminently pious, 
and useful laymen and ministers, 
who see and deplore this growing, 
threatening evil. Unless some- 
thing be soon done to check its 
progress, I fear that true self- 
knowledge, meekness, humility 
and piety, will be banished from 
the earth. And who can be ex- 
pected to - the lead in this 

2 





18%. Ketter to a Friend, &¢. 545 


needful reformation, if the clergy 
do not? 

We ought to endeavour to ob- 
tain and support a minister, if we 
have an opportunity, whose la- 
bours are extensively useful abroad 
as well as at home, and whose 
writings will instruct future gene- 
rations, as well as the present.— 
Every Christian, and every min- 
ister, is under sacred obligations 
to be useful, if he can be, to the 
church and world at large, as well 
as to himself and near connexiogs. 
This, however, depends very much 
upon his particular talents and ac- 
quirements. Some are qualified 
to be useful at home only; and 
some can be very useful abroad, 
as well as at home. Some minis- 
ters are qualified to write with el- 
egance, ability, and despatch, and 
may, by using the pen a conside- 
rable part of their time, do much 
more for their day and generation, 
than they could by devoting their 
whole time to their own people.— 
When a people are convinced of 
this fact, they ought to choose to 
be deprived of some of the atten- 
tion and labour they might receive 
from their minister, for the public 
good. This is noble and praise-~ 
worthy, and what any people are 
bound to do with cheerfulness.— 
Some ministers are qualified to be 
eminently useful in ecclesiastical 
councils; and in this case, it may 
be their duty to attend, and the 
duty of their people to choose to 
have them attend, when they are 
invited to such places. Some 
ministers may be well qualified to 
teach young men correct classical 
and theological knowledge, and 
prevent them from imbibing the: 
errors, vices, and temporising pol- 
icy to which they might be other- 
wise dangerously exposed, at the 
public places of education. And 
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in such a case, it might be their 
duty, after the example of Presi- 
dent Epwarps, Dr. Hopxins, Dr. 
Be.iamy, and others, to devote 
some of their time to teaching; 
and the duty of their people to 
choose to have them do it. A 
minister ought to desire and en- 
deavour to be. and his people 
ought also to desire him to be, a 
*‘ burning and shining light,” and 
to doas much for the public good, 
as may be consistent with his 
obligations at home. It must be 
a perpetual and eternal source of 
gratification to a righteous man, 
to reflect, that he has been instru- 
mental of supporting and extend- 
ing the instructions and influence 
of the able and faithful ambassador 
of Christ. 

And last, but not least, we ought 
to endeavonr to obtain and support 
@ minister, who is a true friend to 
revivals of religion. At this event- 
ful day, this is among the funda- 
mental qualifications of a useful 
minister. Most of those Christians 
who have maintained religious in- 
stitutions in our land for many 
years past, have been brought into 
the kingdom of Christ, during 
seasons of revivals of religion.— 
Hence pure revivals have been so 
anxiously prayed for, and so glad- 
ly welcomed by the truly pious, for 
many years past. It is of pri- 
mary importance, that a minister 
of the gospel should labour zeal- 
ously and faithfully, “in season 
and out of season,” to promote 
revivals of true religion among his 
people. The most clear and for- 
cible exhibition of divine truths 
and divine realities, should often 
be made, and the most powerful 
obligations and motives should be 
presented, and followed with the 
most solemn warnings, exhorta- 
tions, and entreaties, ‘Prayers, 
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and tears, and sighs, sometimes 
fasten conviction upon others, 
when they appear to flow froma 
truly benevolent heart. All the 
motives which can be drawn from 
heaven, earth, and hell, from holi- 
ness and sin, and from happiness 
and misery, should be frequently 
presented in a just and striking 
light, and urged upon the con- 
science. And a minister ought to 
follow his faithful ministrations 
with much secret prayer to the 
great Head of the Church, for the 
blessing of his special grace,and the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, to cause 
the word to have a saving effect 
upon those who hear. The pious 
and eminent Mr. Baxter observes, 
that “he had never known any con- 
siderable success, from the brightest 
ani noblest talents, nor the most 
excellent kind of preaching; and 
that even when the preachers them- 
selves have been truly religious, if 
they have not had a solicitous con- 
cern for the success of their minis- 
trations.” 'To lead a people for- 
ward in knowledge and true holi- 
ness, and be instrumental of turn- 
ing multitudes of sinners from error 
and sin, to God and true religion ; 
next to vindicating the name and 
word of God, and causing his real 
glory to be seen, is the happiness 
and glory of a faithful minister.— 
But what is more important than 
merely the promotion of revivals 
of religion, is, that they be kept 
pure, and are not suffered to be- 
come the grand instrument of 
Satan, in building up his own, and 
pulling down the true cause of 
Christ. The character of revivals, 
I repeat it, the character of revi- 
vals is a most sacred trust com- 
mitted to the watchmen of Israel. 
Hence, a time of great and gene- 
ral desire for revivals, is a very 
trying and responsible period for 
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ministers. For there never was a 
time, when mankind generally, did 
not love and desire false religion, 
more than true. And there never 
was a time, since the apostacy of 
man, when Satan and his legions 
were not anxious and ready to 
help them defend and spread it.— 
At the present period, the desire, 
in many places, is not merely to 
have a revival at all events, good or 
bad, but many are determined to 
have one on selfish principles, or 
have none. ‘They are even more 
disposed to oppose the means of 
promoting a pure revival of true 
religion, than to make exertions 
to promote a revival of selfish re- 
ligion. But this false zeal respect- 
ing revivals, must be firmly, stead- 
ily, and effectually opposed, if a 
minister would preserve the knowl- 
edge of the true God and of true 
religion among his people. Every 
person of much experience and 
observation, knows that nothing is 
more injurious to the interests of 
civilization, literature, and true 
religion, than false and spurious 
revivals. And those who are not 
sensible of this at present, may 
soon be made sensible of it, for 
the millennium, and those events 
which are divinely foretold, respect- 
ing its introduction, are rapidly 
coming on. On correct grounds 
respecting revivals, therefore, a 
faithful minister must take a firm 
stand, or all his prayers, and tears, 
and caution, and exertions, will 
not save him and his people, from 
the whirlpool of moral darkness, 
and disorder, and ruin. 

I have now communicated, so 
far as I have time at present to 
write, my views of the necessary 
qualifications for a useful preacher 
of the gospel, at the present period. 
On reviewing them, I am convinc- 
ed that they are the same qualifi- 


cations which were always neces- 
sary to fit a divine teacher for use- 
fulness; though the present age 
seems very imperiously to require 
them. The regular, and orthodox, 
and pious habits and usages of pre- 
vious generations, are now very 
much neglected and forgotten, par 
ticularly the general reverence for 
sacred persons and sacred things. 
The sabbath is now, to an alarm- 
ing extent, a holliday, instead of a 
day of sacred rest. Public assem- 
blies for worship are now exhibi- 
tions of drowsiness, and thought+ 
lessness, and levity, and pride, and 
vanity, and ostentation, and flat- 
tery, in a far greater degree than 
they formerly were. Multitudes, 
alas! do not even visit the sanctu- 
ary at all. Ministerial influence, 
in favour of truth, and morality 
and religion, is very much at an 
end. By the general consent of 
the aged and the desire of the 
young, it seems to be emphati- 
cally “ the children’s day.” Dis- 
organization, and confusion, and 
lawlessness, and anarchy, and 
both natural and moral darkness 
and ruin seem to threaten the 
church and world. The “ peril- 
ous times,”’ foretold by the apos 
tle in these “ last days,” are now 
in an alarming degree ‘‘ come.” 
Those last days, in which it was 
predicted, that men should be 
“lovers of their own selves, cov- 
etous, boasters, proud, blasphem- 
ers, disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, false ao 
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despis- 
ers of those that are good, trai- 
tors, heady, high-minded, lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of 
God: Having the form of Godli- 
ness, but denying the power there- 
of.’ And those who see and 
know the spirit of error and false 
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religion, and irreligion, which 
abounds at this day, would be 
wise to consider, and comply 
with the apostle’s concluding 
charge to Timothy, “ From such 
turn away.” very person, every 
parent, every Christian and every 
minister, ought seriously to ask 
himself, **how much have I con- 
tributed to this declension, and 
what can I do to remove exist- 
ing evils and prevent those which 
threaten us. Nothing which can 
be proposed, however, will cure 
and prevent the evils, we feel 
and fear, unless ministers will 
tuke heed to the divine directions 
respecting their qualifications, 
preaching and conduct to their 
people ; and people take heed to 
the divine directions respecting 
their hearts, lives, conduct and 
treatment of both faithful and 
unfaithful ministers, 

The unfaithful must not be 
soug!it after, encouraged and sup- 
ported for their unfaithfulness ; 
and the faithful must not be neg- 
lected, opposed and persecuted 
for their faithfulness. The faith- 
ful ministers of Christ are his 
most precious jewels upon earth ; 
and he has published to the world, 
that he regards opposition or kind- 
ness to them, as opposition or 
kindness to himself. And since 
none are perfect here, those who 
are ‘aithful and skilful in the most 
important things, should be treat- 
ed as ministers of Christ, and 
highly esteemed, prized, well sup- 
ported, and their instructions re- 
garded for Chirist’s sake, as well 
as for theirs und ours, 


A LAYMAN. 





From the New-York Observer. 
6A CONGREGATION EVERY DAY.’? 
In the year 1790 an enumera- 
Sten of all the inhabitants within 
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the limits of the United States, 
was made under the authority of 
the General Government, and the 
whole number was found to be 
3,924,328. From that time to the 
present, the enumeration has been 
repeated, after every interval of 
ten years, and from a comparison 
of the four enumerations, it ap- 
pears, that during this long peri- 
od, the population has uniformly 
increased at the rate of about 3 
per cent. per annum. The total 
population at the present time 
cannot be far from 12,000,000. 
If we take 3 per cent. on this 
number, it gives us as the in- 
crease of the present year, (that 
is, the excess of births over 
deaths*) 360,000, or in round 
numbers, one thousand every day! 

Is it possible that we are in- 
creasing at this rate? Is it pos- 
sible that since our last paper 
was issued, (beside the number 
necessary to supply the loss by 
death) seven thousand souls have 
been added to our population 1—~ 
Newark contains 6500 souls, New- 
Haven city 7100, Hartford 6900, 
New-Brunswick, 6700. Can it be, 
that the addition to our republie 
every week is equivalent to the 
addition of one of these cities? 
History affords no example of a 
growth so rapid. If the nations 
of Europe were to increase at this 
rate for a series of years, their 
politicians would be terrified with 
the apprehension of famine, and 
would see no preventive but in- 
fanticide. Happily for us, we have 





*We make no allowance for additions 
by immigration of foreigners, because it 
has been satisfactorily ascertained that the 
number of these immigrants is too small 
to produce any sensible effect upon the 
calculation. It is even questioned, whether, 
in some years, it has been sufficient to 
balance the number of our own citizens 


who have emigrated to Canada, 
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no occasion for such fears. Let be added to this country, 360 con- 
the population increase at the rate gregations, which will stand in 
ofathousand souls a day, for four more need of aid than any they 
centuries to come, and the wilds are now assisting. Where will 
of the West are fertile enough and this end? Christians, Patriots, 
spacious enough to feed them all. think, where will this end? If our 
But although we have nothing to efforts are not increased ten-fold, 
fear on this score, there 1s one what will become of our country? 
view of the subject, which we con- —. y 
fess does excite alarm. When we From the Christion Miser. 
think that every day adds to our vie sre a ya idee aad 
number one thousand immortal oS ee me eneree 
souls—one thousand beings, who pondent in the Mirror, censures 
will be forever happy, or forever the practice of ministers in riding 
miserable, and then reflect that in po “ abbath, is make pepe 
the providence of God, their desti- S€S- TS Censures are passed Withe 
ny is in an important sense placed out clear discrimination ; and some 
in the hands of Christians in these ™®Y read his remarks who will 
Sitenthe Mates, ws daack. ahd we condemn their ministers for doing 
9 t Te ~ + - = - « 
ask with fear and trembling, what what all aa persons would she 
provision are we making for their PF°ve- are reproved who ride 
spiritual wants? A new congrega- °" the Sabbath from home to make 
‘ st! greg ; 
tion is committed to our care every per exchange, = return home 
e ‘ > r rre © 
day. Is the American Education * on a ae ge «sd 
Society adding one to the number ‘S'2nees, eee ?. 
of faithful pastors every day? Is ®"Y further to go from home in 
the Bible Society printing a thou- pecs ren exchange, than some 
sand Bibles every day? Does the ° ere dl people — a 
Home Missionary Society add to TC®°? the place of worship. Is it 
its list one more missionary right then, for people to ride five 
every day? Alas! the whole num- or six miles in going to meeting and 
ber of young men assisted by the returning on the Sabbath, and is it 
American Education Society, in “'O"8 for the minister ? In some 
all the various stages of education Stances, @ minister will have to 
the last year, was only 156—and ride but two or three miles tomake 
: , ale c + 
; agg ( Sh: 
the number of their beneficiaries °” ae g hall he set out 
who will enter the field of minis- wenn on Saturday, and tarry 
terial labour this year, is probably = onday, when he can reach 
less than thirty lien tiie Ot tes home by going a less distance than 
wanted for the souls added to our he ie _— people ie Y — 
population in the last 30 days !— e has been preaching! People 
The American Bible Society issu- 7@24ily make the distinction be- 
ed the last year,only 71,621 Bibles tween travelling for worldly busi- 
’ ’ Va ata . ie 
and Testaments—less thgn one °** and travelling for religious 
fifth part of the mere increase of a ard they would never 
our population during the same think of applying a minister’s cen- 
period! The Home “Missionary sures against sabbath-breaking on 
Society have assisted since their es professors ~ religion who 
formation, 196 congregations—in anes ti trave ome after meet- 
. e ‘ vr ‘ 
~one year from this time there wii] '"% "V° OF six, or seven or eight 
miles. They would, doubtless, 
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view in the seme light a minister’s 
travelling on the Sabbath. 

There are, however, limits, be- 
yond which, 1t is not right to trav- 
el on the Sabbath ; but these limits 
cannot be fixed in miles, they can 
be ascertained only by circum- 
stances. I should be pleased to 
see principles laid down which 
would assist ministers in determin- 
ing when it is right, and when it is 
wrong, to leave home and return 
on the Sabbath ; and which would 
enable people to judge aright of 
their minister’s conduct; which 
would keep them from censuring a 
proper course, and from imitating 
a badexample. SECUNDUS. 

From a London Publication. 
THE DYING CONFESSION. 

The minister of parish, 
in the metropolis, was sent for dur- 
ing the course of this month, to at- 
tend the couch of a man at the 
point of death; after some prev- 
ious conversation, and many fruit- 
Jess efforts to speak distinctly, the 
patient began as follows :—I took 
the liberty of sending for you, Sir, 
that I might consult you on a sub- 
ject that lies heavy on my heart, 
and which is the only circumstance 
that makes my present situation 
painful to me. By the care of my 
parents, I was educated a Christ- 
ian, and imbued at an early age 
with religious principles—the du- 
ties I owed to my Creator and Re- 
deemer were for many years my 
delight as well as my study; and I 
cannot charge myself with any 
great offence or wilful neglect, for 
the first thirty years of my life. At 
that period I became butler in a 
nobleman’s family, and have since 
served several different families in 
the same capacity :—my situations 
have been good—my profits have 
been great, and my lot, as I always 
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thought until very lately, fortunate; 
but, Sir, it gives me no little dis- 
quietude to recollect, that I have 
not for more than twenty-five years 
once attended to the service of God 
in his church—that I have neglect- 
ed his sacrament, and almost for- 
got to pray to him in private. At 
first my conscience cried out a- 
gainst such disrespect to the ser- 
vice of God: but I was not my own 
master, and what could I do?— 
Sunday was always my busy day ; 
and the duties of my station engag- 
ed me entirely in preparations for 
dinners, concerts and card parties, 
on that day God appointed for oth- 
er purposes.—How far then is my 
neglect to be charged to myself; 
in what degree are employers an- 
swerable for the fatal consequences 
for it? for sorry am I to confess, 
that when the image of God and 
futurity was no longer presented 
to my mind, my morals became 
relaxed, and my habits depraved ; 
and had it not pleased the Almighty 
to visit me with a lingering disor- 
der, and thereby give me some time 
to recollect, and, as I hope, to re- 
cover myself—I had surely been 
lost; and must have dated my de- 
struction to that heathenish depra- 
vity which has fixed on God’s holy 
day, as a day of intemperate mirth, 
or scandalous levity.” 


From the Boston Recorder and Telegraph, 
A VALUABLE EXPERIMENT. 

Mr. Phineas Whitney, of Win- 
chendon, Mass. has a large farm ; 
cuts about 150 tons of hay annual- 
ly ; employs four or five men dur- 
ing the year, and nine or ten in 
harvest. He was in the habit of 
purchasing rum by the barrel, in 
Boston, for his labourers, and used 
annually about five barrels. He 
saw the habit of using it was gain- 
ing strength in himself and in bis 
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men. He therefore resolved to use 
no more ; and offered his men one 
dollar monthly, in addition to their 
former wages, if they would dis- 
pense with it altogether. They 
readily acceded to this proposal ; 
and during the last five years, he 
has neither used it himself, nor fur- 
nished it for his men. His work 
has been done quicker and better 
than ever before. He has saved, he 
says, more than one thousand dol- 
Jars in money. Five or six of his 
neighbours, having large farms, 
have seen his success, and imitated 
his example. A society was form- 
ed, about two years ago, to pro- 
mote temperance in that town; 
and though they have not seen the 
drunkard reclaimed, they have seen 
the progress of intemperance 
checked; and he has now taken 
home with him some of Dr. Cham- 
bers’ medicine, to try the effect of 
it on an individual who became a 
confirmed drunkard before the re- 
spectable inhabitants of the place, 
began to feel themselves accounta- 
ble for holding the bottle to the 
mouths of their hired men. Mr. 
Whitney is well known in this city 
as a man of truth. D. 


FROM THE ALBANY REGISTER, 


Mr. Epitor—The Review which I 
herewith send you, was written immediate- 
ly on the appearance of the Sermon. — 
Events, however, occurred about that time, 
which encouraged the hope that its publi- 
eation would be unnecessary ; and it would 
not now appear, had not a review of Mr. 
Nettleton’s Remarks, and some other kin- 
dred publications, recently evinced a dis- 
position on the part of the friends of the 
new measures, to defend and sustain the 
sentiments of the sermon. 


NOVANGLUS. 

REVIEW. 
A Sermon preached in the Presbyte- 
rian Church, Troy, March 4, 
1827, by the Rev. Cuaries G. 
Finney, from Amos 3,3. * Can 
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two walk together except they be 

agreed?” 

The revivals in Oneida county 
and the vicinity, during the past 
year, have attracted much atten- 
tion. ‘They have been hailed by 
many, as the commencement of a 
new erain revivals; andthe meas- 
ures understood to have had the 
most prominent place in their pro- 
motion, have been denominated the 
new measures, and thought by many 
to be a wonderful improvement.— 
Some have intimated that the mea- 
sures which were successful in pro- 
moting revivals, in the days of our 
fathers, had now lost their efficacy, 
and would no more be blessed to 
that end: and others have gone so 
far as to say, our fathers did not 
know how to promote revivals, they 
did not know how to pray, nor did 
they know how to preach. Others 
again, have thought, that they saw 
nothing new in these measures, 
nothing but what they had seen 
among other denominations in their 
own times, and had read of fre- 
quently in the history of the church 
in past ages. They have recogniz- 
ed, or thought they recognized, in 
these new measures, all the leading 
features of those which were pur- 
sued by Davenport and others,dur- 
ing the revival in New-England, in 
the days of President Edwards, 
and which are pointed out in his 
Thoughts on Revivals, as among 
the things which are to be avoided. 
The author of this sermon has been 
considered the most prominent 
agent in the introduction of these 
new measures, so that they are 
often called by his name; though 
it is known by many that they had 
begun to be used in that region, 
among Presbyterians, in some de- 
gree, before he entered the minis- 
try. These measures, have not, 
indeed, been adopted in every 
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place in that vicinity, where there 
have been revivals during the past 
year. It has been understood that 
some ministers aud churches have 
been opposed to them, and have 
endeavoured to keep them out, as 
far as possible; and that others 
have admitted them only in part.— 
And this backwardness of minis- 
ters and christians to admit them, 
has been the subject of much ani- 
madversion, both from the press 
and otherwise. It is well known 
that some of the old and tried 
friends of revivals in that region 
have been much blamed on this 
account, and have been represent- 
ed as opposed to revivals, hinder- 


ing the work of the Lord, . and 
strengthening the hands of the 


enemies of religion. Yet it is believ- 
ed that they have generally borne 
these reproaches in silence, & have 
been backward to make known 
their objections. Indeed, some of 
them have been so backward to 
make known heir objections, that 
their friends abroad have not 
known that they felt any, and 
in some cases have been led to 
believe that they had adopted 
the new measures in full. 
The friends of revivals abroad, 
have at length become alarmed 
at the evils which have begun to 
reach them from the West, and 
have begin to communiéate their 
fears, and to state their objec- 
tions in letters to their friends on 
the subject. But so persuaded 
are some, that these new meas- 
ures must be right, and that all 
the real friends of revivals must 
approve of them, that they are 
realy to conclude, that those 
who are the known friends of 
revivals abroad, must have been 
misinformed, and grounded their 
objections on exaggerated reports 
which have been put in circala- 
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tion by the enemy. And though 
those gentlemen expressly say, 
that they have derived their in- 
formation from the friends of the 
new measures themselves, and 
from what has come under their 
own personal observation, this 
does not free those in that region 
who have been known to disap- 
prove, from the suspicion and the 
charge of being the source of that 
misinformation. From the best in- 
formation I can obtain, I conclude 
that those ministers and Chris- 
tians who have not approved of 
the new measures, have been the 
most silent on the subject of any 
class of people in the vicinity; 
and I fully believe, that when the 
truth shall be known, it will be 
found, that the friends of the new 
measures have themselves done 
more to spread the knowledge of 
them abroad, than all other clas- 
ses put together. Some that did 
not approve have been silent, lest 
they should be thought to speak. 
against the work of God, and be 
proclaimed as enemies to revivals ; 
and some have thought that the 
prejudices of many were so strong, 
and there was so little disposition 
to make distinctions, that if they 
should attempt to correct any 
evils, their intentions would be 
misunderstood, and they should 
only lessen their own usefulness, 
without the prospect of accom- 
plishing any important good. But 
those who have not approved are 
beginning to condemn themselves 
for the silence they have main- 
tained, and to acknowledge it as 
un error, that when they have 


seen the evil, they have suffered 
any considerations to deter them 
from raising the warning voice. 
It is to be hoped, that the publi- 
cation of this sermon will relieve 


them from any remaining scru- 
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‘ples they may feel, and lead the 
way toa full discussion of the 
subject. It is certainly creditable 
to the author, that he has thus 
publicly taken the field, and given 
so fair a challenge to those who 
object to his measures. No ob- 
jection can henceforth be made 
by their friends, if they are made 
the subjects of the closest scrutiny; 
for the sermon is so open and di- 
rect an attack upon all those min- 
isters and Christians who do not 
approve of the new measures, that 
it will be ascribed to cowardice, or 
the consciousness of guilt, if they 
do not speuk in their own de- 
fence. 

The object of the sermon evi- 
dently is, to account for the oppo- 
sition which is made to the new 
measures, by ministers and Chiis- 
tians, as well as others, in such a 
way, as to make that opposition 
a proof that those measures are 
right, and that all who oppose 
them are wrong; and especially 
that those ministers and professed 
Christians who oppose them, give 
evidence by their opposition that 
the state of their hearts is the 
same as that of the impenitent 
world. 

The sum of the argument is 
this: Sinners must be opposed to 
that which is nearest right: But 
they are more opposed to these 
new measures than they are to 
those which others use; therefore 
these measures must be nearest 
right. And, 

If ministers and professed 
Christians oppose the same things 
that sinners do, and make the 
same objections to them, they 
must feel just as sinners do; but 
ministers and professed Christians 
do oppose these new measures ; 
therefore the state of their hearts 
4s the same as that of impenitent 


sinners, and they are either hyp~ 
ocrites, or so cold hearted and 
dead, that there is no present dif- 
ference in moral character, be- 
tween them and the impenitent 
world, and they ought to be so 
considered, and treated accord- 
ingly. 

This appears through the whole 
discourse, and will be seen in the 
following extracts: Page 6. “We 
see why lukewarm professors and 
impenitent sinners have the same 
difficulties with means in revivals 
of religion. We often hear them 
complain of the manner of preach- 
ing and praying. Their objections 
are the same, they find fault with 
the same things, and use the same 
arguments in support of their 
objections. The reason is, that 
at that time, their affections 
are nearly the same ; it is the fire 
and the spirit, that disturbs their 
frosty hearts. For the time being, 
they walk together, for in feeling 
they are agreed.” Page7. “ We 
see why ministers and Christians 
visiting revivals, often at first, 
raise objections to the means used, 
and cavil, and sometimes take 
sides with the wicked. While 
their hearts remain wrong, they 
will, of course, cavil; and the 
nearer right any thing is, the 
more spiritual and holy, so much 
the more it must displease them, 
while their affections grovel.”— 
Page 12 “That excitement 
which does not call out the oppo- 
sition of the wicked and wrong 
hearted, is either nota revival of 
religion at all, or it is so conduct- 
ed that simners do not see the 
finger of God in it. The more 


pure and holy the means are, that 
are used tu promote a revival of 
religion—so much the more, of 
necessity, will they excite the op- 
position of all wrong hearts. Vf 
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the matter of preaching is right, 
and the sinner is pleased, there is 
something defective in the man- 
ner.” Page 13. “The more right 
and holy feeling there is, the more 
wrong and unholy feeling there 
will be, of course.” Page 16. 
“Tf we walk with the lukewarm 
and ungodly, or they with us, it is 
because we are agreed; for two 
cannot walk together except they 
be agreed.” Page 9. ‘We. see 
why ministers are sometimes un- 
settled by revivals.”” He supposes 
the minister may awake, while 
the church will not, or that the 
church may awake while the min- 
ister will not. Page 10. “In 
either of these cases, they may 
find themselves unable to walk 
together, because they are not 
agreed. In the former. case, let 
the minister obey the command 
of Christ, and “shake off the 
dust of his feet for a testimony 
against them.” In the latter, let 
the church shake off their sleepy 
minister; they are better without 
him, than with him.” 

These extracts I think clearly 
show, that the object of the dis- 
course is as before stated, to prove 
that the new measures are near- 
est right, because they are most 
opposed; and that those minis- 
ters and Christians who oppose 
them, thereby give evidence that 
they are agreed in heart with the 
impenitent world, and should be 
treated accordingly. 

The whole argument is highly 
sophistical, and the main conclu- 
sions of the discourse entirely 
unwarranted. Yet, the prejudices 
of many readers are no doubt so 
strongly enlisted in favour of the 
author’s system, that they will 
thik ita finished piece of sound 
reasoning, and the conclusions 
supported by irrefragable argu- 
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ments. A few words might suf- 
fice to expose its sophistry to 
those whose minds are unbiassed ; 
but a more extended examination 
is doubtless expedient, for the 
sake of such as are predisposed to 
embrace auything the author may 
advance. 


And perhaps it may tend to 
convince some that the reasoning 
is unsound, even though they 
should not be able to discover 
wherein, to let them see a few 
other conclusions which the same 
kind of reasoning would equally 
support. Take the following : 


Some impenitent sinners are 
greatly displeased with the new 
measures fur promoting revivals ; 
some professed Christians and 
ministers are greatly displeased 
with them also; therefore, it is 
concluded, they are walking to- 
gether because they are agreed, 
and are both equally wrong.— ° 
This is the author’s argument: 
But it will prove the contrary, 
just as well. For, 


‘ 


Some impenitent sinners are 
much taken with the new meas- 
ures, and are very anxious to 
have them introduced; some pro- 
fessed Christians are also much 
taken with them, and are anxious 
to have them introduced; there- 
fore, they are walking together 
because they are agreed, and are 
both equally wrong. 


Again, some professed Chris- 
tians are pleased to hear a man 
preach, who treats his subject in 
a clear, argumentative manner, 
though he is not very forcible in 
his delivery; some impenitent 
sinners are also pleased to hear 
him ; therefore, it is concluded, 
they are walking together be- 
cause they are agreed, and are 
both equally wrong. But, 
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Some professed Christiaus are 
displeased when they hear such a 
preacher, and complain of him as 
*a dull inan;’’ some impenitent 
sinners are also displeased, and 
make the same complaiut ; there- 
fore. they are walking tagether 
because they are agreed, and are 
both equally wrong. 

Again—Some professed Chiris- 
tins wish to have the doctrines 
of the gospel fully and clearly 
preached, and are best pleased 
with such preaching; some im- 
penitent sinners aiso wish the 
doctrines preached, and are best 
pleased with such preaching; 
therefore, it is concluded, they 
are walking together because they 
are agreed, aud are both equally 
wrong. but, 

Some professed Christians are 
very unwilling to have the doc- 
trines of the bible dwelt upon, and 
are always displeased with such 
preaching ; some impenitent sin- 
ners are also unwilling to have 
those doctrines dwelt upon, and 
are always displeased with such 
preaching: therefore, they are 
walking together because they are 
agreed, and are both equally 
wrong. 

These examples may suffice to 
show how the method of argu- 
mentation adopted in the sermon 
will support opposite conclusions 
equally well. .A few other exam- 
ples will show how the same 
method of reasoning will support 
some conclusions which would 
be as offensive to the friends of 
the new measures, as some of 
these which are drawn in the 
sermon are to others. ‘Take the 
following : 

Impenitent sinners always pray 
for their own salvation, without 
submission; it is an essential in- 
gredient in the prayers of some 


at this day, that they be made 
without submission; therefore, they 
walk together because they are 
agreed. 

Some individuals now venture 
to predict certain future events, 
in consequence of impressions 
which they suppose have been 
made on their minds by the Holy 
Spirit; Stork, Muazer, and their 
assuciates, in the days of Luther 
did the same; therefore, they 
walk together because they are 
agreed. 

Stork, Munzer, and their asso- 
ciates, denounced Luther and Ual- 
vin, as carnal, unconverted men, 
and straugers to the influences of 
the Spirit, because they opposed 
their wild and extravagant aotions 
and practices; some, in these 
days do the same, in respect to 
those ministers who are most like 
Luther and Calvin, in their senti- 
inents and practice; therefore, 
they walk together because they 
are agreed, 

Some fanatical sects have been 
in the habit of encouraging out- 
ward bodily expressions of feel- 
ing, and attaching great impor- 


‘tance to them, such as groaning 


aloud in time of prayer, failing 
down, rolling about, and the like, 
and speaking of them as ev:den- 
ces of the special and powerful 
influences of the Spirit; some in 
these days do the same; there- 
fore, they walk together because 
they are agreed. 

Some fanatical and disorderly 
persons in former times, have 
thought it highly meritorious, to 
crowd themselves into the parish- 
es of settled ministers, and intro- 
duce such measures as were adap- 
ted to promote discord and strife; 
some in these days think the same; 
therefore they walk together be- 
cause they are agreed. 
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The Pharisees prayed long and 
loud, so as to attract the notice of 
men in the streets ; some in these 
days, do the same; therefore, 
they walk together because they 
are agreed. 

The Pharisees compassed sea 
and land to make proselytes to 
their peculiarities ; some, in these 
days, do the same; therefore, 
they walk together because they 
are ayvreed. 

A person under the influence of 
an evil spirit, followed Paul and 
his company, with the cry, “ these 
men are the servants of the most 
high God ;” some follow certain 
preachers now with the same cry ; 
therefore, they are under the in- 
fluence of the same evil spirit, 
and walk together because they 
are agreed. 

Such deductions as these, are 
made, after the method of rea- 
soning pursued in the sermon ; 
and they might be multiplied to 
an indefinite extent. If these 
examples should serve to convince 
any that the method of reasoning 
is unsound, and will equally sup- 
port truth and falsehood, and 
equally prove both sides of a con- 
tradiction, my purpose will be 
answered. I am not weak enough 
to suppose that such argumenta- 
tion will fasten any of these con- 
clusions upon the friends of the 
new measures, my object is to 
show them the fallacy of the rea- 
soning by which the conclusions 
of the sermon are attempted to 
be fastened upon others. 

But the foundation of the an- 
thor’s argument must be examiu- 
ed. It is assumed that the rea- 
sons why ministers and Christians 
oppose the new measures, are the 
same as the reasons why the im- 
penitent oppose them. He says, 
“* Their objections are the same, 
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they find fault with the same 
things, and use the same argu- 
ment in support of their objec- 
tions. It is the fire and the 
spirit, that disturbs their frosty 
hearts. For the time being, 
they walk together, for, in feel- 
ing, they are agreed.” So im- 
portant a part of the arguinent 
as this, and one on which the 
conclusions so essentially depend, 
should noi have been taken for 
granted, nor have been left to 
depend upon the naked assertion 
of any man. It should have been 
proved, beyond the possibility of 
doubt, that the objections of 
Christians, and the objections of 
the impenitent, are precisely the 
same, and are not only support- 
ed by the same arguments osten- 
sibly, but must and do arise from 
the same state of heart. Min- 
isters and Christians should not 
have been thus classed with the 
openly irreligious, while there is 
any room to suppose they may 
have different reasons for their 
opposition; or while the impen- 
itent may have any good reasons 
for ‘theirs. 

It should not be thought, that 
the single fact, if it were a fact, 
of their being opposed to the 
same things, is sufficient proot.— 
Men are often opposed to the same 
things, for different reasons. A 
man may be a candidate for the 
office of chief magistrate of our 
nation, and have great numbers 
of individuals opposed to him, 
for reasons widely different from 
each other. One may think he has 
injured him, and be opposed from 
personal resentment. Another 


may think he has personally ad- 
vantages to expect from the ele- 
vation of his competitor. Another 
may think his competitor will 
pursue measures more for the 
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interest of the particular section 
of the nation in which he resides. 
Another may think the candidate 
is incompetent in point of talent 
and experience. Another may 
be displeased with some vicious 
habits he believes him to indulge. 
And a Christian may be oppos- 
ed because he thinks him a man 
void of religious principle, and 
not having the fear of God be- 
fore his eyes. Many other rea- 
sons might be mentioned, by 
which those numerous individu- 
als are influenced to unite in 
their opposition to the same 
candidate. ‘The fact, then, that 
they agree in opposing the same 
candidate, is no proof of any 
likeness of character between 
them, unless they are opposed 
for the same reasons. 
[To be continued.] 


From the Christian Mirror. 

Mr. Eprror—I have read once 
and again, Rev. Lyman Beecher’s 
*¢ Address, delivered June 20, 
1827, at the laying of the corner 
stone of the Washington-street 
Church, Boston,” published in 
the Recorder and Telegraph. He 
bezins by saying, “ [tis a delight- 
ful reflection, on such an occasion 
as this, that the truth is mighty, 
and will prevail.” He then goes 
back to “ the infancy of time,” 
when ‘the depravity of man was 
disproportioned to the means of 
restraint,” and with a few mighty 
strides across the ebbing and flow- 
ing of truth and error, he brings 
his hearers down to the signal 
moment when ‘ our fathers came’ 
to this country, ** borne as on ea- 
gles’ wings across the deep, to lay 
the foundations of a mighty na- 
tion, where the truth should have 
free course and be glorified.” He 
mow finds the church planted 


where “ all impediments to the 
propagation of truth and error are 
removed—and all facilities on 
both sides are given; and here, 
so far as intellectual and moral 
power are concerned, it seems to 
be the will of heaven, that the bat- 
tle of the great day should be 
fought. The hosts are assembling, 
the conflict is begun—and now it 
is that the truth, which is mighty, 
will prevail.” This paragraph 
is in the speaker’s own style ; and 
gives, at once, a lively view of the 
good account to which he can 
turn probabilities, as well as of the 
masterly manner with which he 
grasps hold of the triumphs of 
divine truth. The subject was 
interesting; eternal destinies were 
pending. And how could he but 
be awake, and speak right on? 
If he did not feel as though he 
stood on Pisgah’s mount, yet he 
felt that he stood on consecrated 
ground, and that the banner of 
truth must be set up in the name 
of the Lord of hosts. 

Though there are “ subdivis- 
ions” among “ the sacramental 
host,” yet he cordially “ gives the 
right hand of fellowship” to all 
‘“* who receive the Bible as an in- 
spired book, and believe in the 
fall of man, the Divinity of Christ, 
and in his atonement for sin, in 
the necessity of holiness by the 
renovating power of the Spirit, 
and in the existence hereafter of 
a moral government without end, 
administered by rewards and pun 
ishments, according to the char- 
acter which is formed, and the 
deeds which are done in. time.” 
This is as it should be. This. is 
Christian liberality. Such liber- 
ality or charity suffereth long and 
is kind—rejoiceth in the truth, and 
never faileth. Nor can such char- 
ity consist in words smooth as oil,- 
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which are drawn swords, but it 
must consist in deed and in 
trutin. 

You will perceive, Mr. Edi- 
tor, that thus far I find much, 
in this animating address, highly 
gratifying.—It is truly a flow of 

ood feeling and of good sense. 

it exhibits a spirit worthy the 
occasion on which it was deliv- 
ered. And wien I had read thus 
far, | began to look upon it as 
one of the bright signs of the 
times. 

But when I read this sentence ; 
‘* The expectation that any one 
denomination of Christians will 
become universal in this land of 
civil liberty and free inquiry and 
divided sentiment, is as chimeri- 
cal as the eveut itself would be 
calamitous. The interests of 
truth do not demand it, dv not 
allowit. The amalgamation of 
all denominations ia one, would 
paralyze intellect, check investi- 
gation, cut the sinews of religious 
enterprise, create a mass of moral 
inactivity and death,” [ caine very 
near saying, this is not true. But 
when [ recollected, that days 
should speak, and a multitude of 
years should teach wisdon, l check- 
ed myself, and concluded to ex- 
amine the subject. But after all 
the attention I can give the sub- 
ject, [ am not prepared to sub- 
scribe tothe sentiment, which the 
sentence, if [ understand it, con- 
tains. I am very ready to adinit, 
that it is altogether “ chimerical” 
to expect, ‘that any one denom- 
ination of Christians will become 
universal.”” Though the time will 
come when all shall know the 
Lord, yet it is not expected, that 
ell will become methodists, or 
baptists, or episcopalians, or con- 
gregationalists. But I confess I 


eannot see wherein it would be 
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calamitous, if all should become 
Congregationalists. Probably 
those of other denominations will 
generally say the same as it re- 
spects tueir particular sect becom- 
ing universal. [ am a congrega- 
tionalist; aad while [ ain perfect- 
ly willing to “give the right hand 
of fellowship” “to all wiao” give 
evidence that they “ love the Lord 
Jesus Cirist in sincerity and in 
truth, by whatever name distin- 
guished,” I feel quite tenacious of 
some parts of my belief, which 
some whom I consider Christians, 
whoily discard. I refer particu- 
larly to the dedication to God, of 
the children of believing parents. 
Now if I were assured that the 
time would coine, whea all believ- 
ing pareats would offer their chil- 
dren in baptism, I should not 
consider it very portentous; I 
should not feel that some great 
cala:nity was about to fall upon 
the church. So far ftrgm this, I 
should tail it as ominous of bet- 
ter days, and should say, “ God 
speed the” time. I do not say I 
have much expectation that this 
will soon be the case, but I must 
say, it appears to me highly de- 
sirable. Aad instead of saying, 
“the interests of truth do not 
demand it, do not allow it,” I 
would rid the sentence of its nots, 
and transpose its verbs, and let 
it stand with all the force of a 
strong aifirmative. If it is the 
privilege and the duty of one be- 
lieving parent to dedicate his off- 
spring to God, it must be the priv- 
ilege and duty of others, of all 
believing parents. The promise 
isto every such parent and his 
children. If all Christians who 
believe in the great doctrines of 
grace, would take hold of this 
promise also with a faith, which 
is not dead, being alone, not a 
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single soul in all their families 
would go uninstructed in relig- 
ion, or fail of being “ trained 
up in the way he should go;” 
and an important step would be 
taken towards that happy con- 
summation, when “the sacra- 
mental host’? shall come to the 
help of the Lord with a zeal and 
a boldness, and a wnion, that 
would constrain even infidels and 
blasphemers to take knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Je- 
sus. The strength of such a un- 
ion, would withstand the most 
formidable enemies, tread down 
the deadliest errors, and march 
forward like omnipotence, “till 
the world” was “ disenthralled” 
from error and delusion, and 
sin, and filled with the glory of 
God. The union of all real 
Christians in the truth, and the 
whole truth of revelation, would 
give an inconceivable impulse to 
that grand moral machinery, 
which has been put in motion to 
evangelize the world. It would 
roll such a flood of light and 
knowledge and happiness, upon 
those sitting in the region and 
shadow of death, that the set 
time to favour Zion would be 
greatly hastened. And O how it 
would nerve the arm, and quick- 
en the soul of all who contend 
earnestly for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. 


WORCESTER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
Report of the Committee on Intem- 
perance. 

The Committee are deeply im- 
pressed with the awful prevalence 
of intemperance, as most destruc- 
tive of personal and domestic 
happiness—of political and reli- 
gious prosperity; but they are 
happy in believing that, after a 
long and criminal apathy, the pub- 


' 


lic mind has, at length, been pare 
tially aroused to the subject.— 
Much good may justly be expect- 
ed from the exertions of the Ame- 
rican Society for the promotion 
of 'Temperance. 

A great amount of talent, chara 
acter and piety is enlisted, and 
their scheme is the only adequate 
and successful] one, viz. to encour- 
age the entire disuse of intoxicat- 
ing liquors, (except as a medi- 
cine,) on the part of the commu- 
nity reputed sober and temperate: 
Christian communities should take 
the lead in the work of reforma- 
tion. It is incumbent on the 
Church, to set her face against the 
evil ; her Ministers should lift up 
a warning and deseerating voice 3 
her Deacons should purchase to 
themselves a good degree, by vig- 
orous exertions for its destructions 
and her members should combine 
their efforts in this cause, while 
all united should give the cause of 
temperance the influence of their 
unwavering example. . 

The Committee believe that 
the resolution adopted at our last 
session, has keen productive of 
much advantage; they would, 
therefore, recommend the adop- 
tion of the following one : 

Resolved, That it be earnestly 
recommended to the Churches, to 
continue and increase their exer 
tions for the suppression of intem- 
perance, by endeavouring to per- 
suade professors of religion and 
others, totally to abstain from the 
use of intoxicating liquors, except 
as amedicine ; to cease to present 
it to their friends, or to furnish it 
to those in their employ ; to en- 
quire of those who sell or distill 
spirits, whether their employment 
is not criminal; and to encourage 
those by our special patronage, 
who are abstinent themselves, and 








do not use or vend it in their busi- 
ness; and to close the door of 
the Church against all persons 
who have been previously intem- 
perate, except on condition of to- 
tal abstinence from intoxicating 


‘spirits. 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 

The American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions 
have forty-three stations among 
the heathen, and about the same 
number of ordained ministers. — 
These would supply one county, 
of 50,000 inhabitants with Christ- 
jan instructions at home. The 
annual receipts of the Board are 
greater than those of any benevo- 
lent Society in the United States ; 
and yet there are individuals in 
the country, whose yearly private 
income exceeds those receipts, 
and who could, therefore, if dis- 
posed, do more for Foreign Mis- 
sions, than the Christian commu- 
tity now do. 


The Montreal Herald of the 
15th, says, a long delayed act of 
justice is at length to be per- 
formed to the church of Scot- 
land in Canada. She is to have 
a share of the Clergy Reserves. 
This act of the new ministry, 
while it will render them un- 
precedentedly popular in Scot- 
land, and indeed with Scotsmen 
generally, must also meet with 
the approbation of every liberal 
minded man, of whatever relig- 
ous persuasion. 


ORDINATIONS. 

Ordained, at South Dennis, by 
the Barnstable Association, Rev. Eris 
Bacon, as an Evangelist. Sermon by 
Rev. Enos Pratt. 

Ordained, at Cheshire, Con. 
Rev. Joserpx Wuurine. Sermon by Rev. 
A. M’Ewen. 
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1827. October 17th. Ordained, at Shel- 
burn, Vt. Rev. J. J. SuHipHerp, as an 
Evangelist. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Hop- 
kins, of New-Haven, from II. Tim. iv. 2. 

1827. October 24th. Ordained, Rev. 
Sytvester Cocwrane, as pastor of the 
Con. Church in Poultney, Vt. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Walker, of Rutland. 

1827. October 31st. Ordained, at Dart- 
mouth, by the Old Colony Association, 
Rev. Naruantet Coss, as an Evangel- 
ist. Sermon by Rev. Oliver Cobb. 

1827. November 14th. Ordained, Rev.. 
James Bares, as colleague pastor with 
Rev. Dr. Hosner, of Newtown, Mass. 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Wisner, of Boston. 

1827. Tenens 6th. Ordained, at 
Dartmouth College, by the Windsor As- 
sociation, Rev. A. C. WasHpurn, as an 
Evangelist. Sermon by Rev. J. Wheeler. 


POETRY. 


CHRIST STILLING THE TEMPEST. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 


“ But the _ was now in the midst of 
the sea, tossed with the waves, for the 
wind was contrary .”—St. Matt. xiv. 24. 


Fear was within the tossing bark, 
When stormy winds grew loud ; 

And waves came rolling high and dark, 
And the tall mast was bow’d. 


And men stood breathless in their dread, 
And baffled in their skill ; 

But One was there, who rose and said 
To the wild sea, “ Be still.” 


And the wind ceas’d—it ceas’d—that 
word 
Pass’d through the gloomy sky ; 
The troubled billows knew their Lord, 
And sunk beneath his eye. 


And slumber settled on the deep, 
And silence on the blast, 

As when the righteous falls asleep, ; 
When death's fierce throes are past. 


Thou that didst rule the angry hour, 
And tame the tempest’s mood— 

Oh! send thy spirit forth in power. 
O’er our dark souls to brood ! 


Thou that didst bow the billow’s pride, 
Thy mandates to fulfil— : 

Speak, speak to passion’s raging tide, 

Speak and say---“ Peace, be stl.” 
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tal abstinence from intoxicating 
spirits. 


persons 


BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 

The American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions 
have forty-three stations among 
tlie heathen, and about the same 
number of ordained ministers. — 
These would supply one county, 
of 50,000 inhabitants with Christ- 
ian instructions at home. The 
annual receipts of the Board are 
greater than those of any benevo- 
lent Society in the United States ; 
and yet there are individuals in 
the country, whose yearly private 
income exceeds those receipts, 
and who could, therefore, if dis- 


posed, do more for Foreign Mis- 
sions, than the Christian commu- 
nity now do. 


The Montreal Herald of the 
15th, says, a long delayed act of 
justice is at length to be per- 
formed to the church of Scot- 
land in Canada. She is to have 
a share of the Clergy Reserves. 
This act of the new ministry, 
while it will render them un- 
precedentedly popular in Scot- 
land, and indeed with Scotsmen 
generally, must also meet with 
the approbation of every liberal 
minded man, of whatever relig- 
ious persuasion. 


‘ORDINATIONS. 

Ordained, at South Dennis, by 
the Barnstable Association, Rev. Exisua 
Bacon, as an Evangelist. Sennon by 
Rev. Enos Pratt. 

Ordained, at Cheshire, Con. 
Rev. Josern Wurtine. Sermon by Rev. 


A. M’Ewen 


Intelligence— Ordinations—P oetry. 


NOVEMBER, 


October 17th. Ordained, at Shel 
Rev. J. J. Surenerp, as an 

Sermon by Rev. Mr. Hop 
rom [1. Tim. iv. 2 
Ordained, Rev 
ustor of the 


Sermon 


1827 
burn, Vi 
\vangelist 
kins, of New-Haven, fi 

1827. October 24th 
Syivester CocuHRanr, a8 p 
Con. Chureh in Poultney V% 
by Rev. Mr. Walker, of Kutland 

1827. October 3let. Ordained, at Dart 
mouth, by the Old Colony Association, 
Rev. Narnanter Cops, as an Evangel 
ist. Sermon by Rev. Oliver Cobb 

1827. November 14th. Ordained, Rev 
James Bares, as colleague pastor with 
Rev. Dr. Hosner, of Newtown, Mass 
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Wisner, of Boston, 

1227. November 6th Ordained, at 
Dartmouth College, by the Windsor As 
sociation, Rev. A. C. Wasueurn, as an 
Evangelist. Sermon by Rey. J. Wheeler 


POETRY. 


CHRIST STILLING THE TEMPEST 


BY MRS. HEMANS 
«“ But the 7 was now inthe midst of 
the with the waves, for the 


wind was contrary ."—St. Matt. xiv. 24 


sea, tossec 


Fear was within the tossing bark, 
When stormy winds grew loud ; 

And waves came rolling high and dark, 
And the tall mast was baw’d 


And men stood breathless in their dread, 
And baffled in their skill ; 

But One was there, who rose and said 
To the wild sea, “ Be still.” 

And the wind ceas’d—it ceas’d—that 

word 

Pass’d through the gloomy sky ; 

The troubled billows knew their Lord, 


And sunk beneath his eye. 


And slumber settled on the deep, 
And silence on the blast, 

As when the righteous falls asleep, 
When deatli's fierce tliroes are past. 


Thou that didst rule the angry hour, 
And tame the tempest’s mood— 
Oh! send thy spirit forth in power. 

O'er our dark souls to brood ! 


Thou that didst bow the billow’s pride, 
Thy mandates to fulfil— 

Speak, speak to passion’s raging tide, 
Speak and say---“ Peace, be still.’ 





